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CHAPTER I. Introduction

This section of this research will begin with a summary background of the corruption level in Cameroon closely follow by research question and structure of the thesis. The study significance, delimitation and finally developing an understanding of the thesis concludes the chapter.

1.1 Historical background of corruption in Cameroon

Corruption has become a common phenomenon in every society nowadays and the negative effect it has on the political and socio-economic structure of a country can be hardly over emphasized. There has been a global out cry and collective effort to tackle this social ill through the implementation of anti graft laws and policies across the world. As the fight against corruption continues, other nations have been successful in their quest to limit the level of corrupt practices while others are still lagging behind. According to 2010 CPI shows that nearly three quarters of the 178 countries in the index score below five on a scale from 0 to 10, indicating a serious corruption problem. The 2010 CPI measures the degree to which public sector corruption is perceived to exist in 178 countries around the world. The 2010 CPI shows that nearly three quarters of the 178 countries in the index score below five on a scale from 0 (perceived to be highly corrupt) to 10 (perceived to have low levels of corruption), indicating a serious corruption problem. Botswana, the first sub-Saharan African country comes at the 33rd position with a score of 5.8, followed by the Mauritius Islands at the 39th position with a score of 5.4 and Cape Verde at the 45th position with a score of 5.1. The rest of the 30 African countries considered in this ranking are below average. Cameroon and Cote d'Ivoire share the last position with a score of 2.2.

         The case of Cameroon seems to be an example of a failed to government combating corruption. From the commoner in the street to the highest government official and political figure, corruption is recurrent in almost every transaction of daily life in the Cameroon society. The individual participate in corruption either actively or passively. Cameroon has written its name on the annals of corruption to the extent that today, the name Cameroon is synonymous to corruption as every aspect in our daily lives seems to be exploited for personal interest. Since Cameroon became an independent nation after the declaration of the UN in 1961, the country has made slide progress in economic development as compared to other countries that lack the enormous potentials in making a significant progress in economic development. Cameroon with natural resources of all sort, with rich volcanic and tropical climate for cash crops production and finally its rich touristic sites, are areas which are being exploited, yet our economic development had been in a sluggish response instead poverty is on the rise. Many have questioned the determination of this nation in combating corruption which apparently has good anti-corruption laws and institutions in place. It is from this light this thesis seeks to investigate the extent these corrupt practices has on Cameroon economic development and to what extent this anti-corruption policies in Cameroon are succeeding in fighting corruption. 
1.2. Background of the study

Cameroon is a country in Sub Sahara Africa. It is found between the West and Central Africa, for geographical location, it is found at the West of Africa but for economic and political reasons, it is situated in the Central of Africa. It has a surface area of 475.440 sq km with a total boundary length of 4,993 km (3,103 mi). Its borders extend from Lake Chad to the extreme of the Golf of Guinea between latitude 2° North and longitude 9°East and 16° East of the Greenwich Meridian (UNESCO, 1995). According to the recent population census in 2005, the country’s population was estimated to be 16,018,000; Cameroon was ranked number 59th in population among the 193 nations in the world. But with the recent census result in 2010, Cameroon’s population stands at 19.4 million. Cameroon is a nature bestowed with various categories of human and natural resources 
      The Offshore oil deposits exploited since in the early 1970s, had made Cameroon one of the most prosperous nations in tropical Africa, but economic mismanagement along with overvalued currency has led to recession during last few years. The current account and fiscal deficits have widened, and foreign debt has grown. The government has now embarked upon a series of economic reform programs supported by the World Bank and IMF. The GDP growth rate was 3.8% in 2006 and 3.8% in 2007, with a forecast of 5.3% for 2008 by IMF. The economic dynamism of the country is still fragile because on the one hand, the economy is largely dependent on international oil prices (considering that the oil production in the country is declining) and on the other hand, the budgetary deficit is affecting the industrial production. Furthermore, Cameroon is still not able to attract sufficient foreign investments; the country is suffering from insufficient infrastructure and is one of the most corrupt countries in the world. However, inflation remains under control at around 5.3% (2008 EST.). 
         Despite the country’s numerous natural resources, Cameroon economy had witnessed a period of stagnation in economic growth especially during the heavy economic crisis that stroked the country in the late 80s. This was partly blamed on corruption and mismanagement of the country’s vast resources. Corruption has tremendously affects the lives and provoked animosity amongst fellow Cameroonians. It has gone so deep into the inner core of Cameroon government. It has gone up to the level that private and public sector, government and non government organizations have essentially become a useful channel for people to acquire wealth. (Esq & Musttapha, 2008). This dreadful practice has greatly contributed to the backwardness of Cameroon’s economic development. The fact that Cameroon government has not been able to implement the anti-corruption policies successful, it is a threat to her future economic development because there is no doubt that the canker of development threatens a country’s moral integrity and hampered its development (Esq & Musterpha, 2008). The fact that corruption is still a prevailing issue in Cameroon, the anti-corruption campaign by the government known as operation sparrow hawk to imprison all corrupt government officials which was launched recently. The biggest challenge for this country is not just to punish the perpetuators of corruption but educating its citizens on the dangers and measures to tackle corruption (Obayelu, 2007). The act of corruption is said to be the abuse of public power for private benefit.  The  act  often  consists  of  paying  bribes  to  public  officials  by  private beneficiaries  as  compensation  for  the  abuse.  However, not all acts of corruption result in the payment of bribes.  A powerful minister can locate a new investment

project in his home town unsuitable for that particular activity or he could influence the sanctioning of big business loans to his cronies and friends and still not take any direct bribe.  A review of various forms of corruption, their causes and consequences can be found in Tanzi (1998), Rose Ackerman (1996) and Treisman (1999).  However, irrespective of the types or forms of corruption, it needs no argument that as the act involves subjective misuse of power, it is both bad and illegal.  In addition, the act distorts the purpose for which the discretionary power was given to the person who abuses it.  These distortions inflict considerable costs on the economy and the poverty level of a country.
1.3. Research Questions

This work will examine the cause of corruption, the manifestation of corruption and its impact on economic development in Cameroon. It will further examine ways through which corruption can be curbed in other to promote a substantial ground for bright economic future. In this study, we are also going to look at the case study and bring useful facts to put up a strong argument to expose the validity of corruption being the main cause for the underdeveloped nature of Cameroon. This will be backed by valuable empirical data. This research will further examine the various contributions from international organisations to foster genuine economic development in Cameroon. 

In order to arrive at the set objectives of the research, three research questions were formulated:

· How is corruption in Cameroon? 

· How has corruption affected economic development/poverty alleviation in Cameroon?

· What are the measures to combat corruption in Cameroon in order to promote economic development? 

· To what extent have these measures been successful?

These research questions will be answered with the help of empirical facts, documents; related literature on Cameroon corruption discuss and economic issues. 
1.4. Structure of the thesis

This thesis is been divided into five chapters:

The first chapter being the introductory one in which you will find the study background, problems prior for investigation, discussion on delimitation of the study, methodology, research design and information on data collection.

The second chapter will look at some key concepts and types of corruption follow by concept of economic development, underdevelopment and poverty according to different scholars or authors with the main aim of providing a better understanding of the research problem. This will be done by bringing the relationship between the various concepts mentioned above. 
The third chapter will look at the causes, affects of corruption and how it has affected the current economic situation in Cameroon. It will be concluded by the extent of corruption in Cameroon and how if has affected economic development.
Chapter four will examine the measures that have been undertaken to tackle the corruption problem in Cameroon and the extent to which some of these policies has been successful.
Chapter five will discuss the conclusion which will lay focus on the research findings, discussion on the topic base on the writer personal judgement and a way forward.

1.5. Delimitation of the study

Much attention has been paid on academic literature to the problem of corruption and economic development in developing countries such as Cameroon. Lots of journals had been written on corruption both from top to bottom. Existing literature have been discussed on corruption in Cameroon in various areas ranging from heath, education effects and impact but this work which reopen the chapter on corruption will be directed to the, causes and impact of corruption which actually affects economic development, and measures put in place to tackle this problem and to what extent some of these policies have been successful. In accordance with the TI data, I will focus on the time frame of 1996 to present. It should be noted that my choice of this timeline is base on the existence of the available TI data as it began the publication of perceived level of corruption in Cameroon in 1996. 
1.6. Significance of the study

It is very important to note that one of the most dangerous issues hindering development in most countries in the world today is corruption. Comparatively this practice is more common and most frequent in so many sectors of our daily life. Some countries had identified the impact of corruption on their society and are pretty much aware of its effects on the society; hence they had put everything in place to suppress these practices. With the case of Cameroon, this study is more concern to expose corruption in all the sectors it is being practice in Cameroon, this will be done by identifying all the various form of corruption, the causes, the extent it has affected our society, by getting a clear understanding of this, one will be able to bring possible suggestions on how to combat corruption in Cameroon. This study will be useful as it will give way for further research on getting a grip on how to develop valuable articles and projects which can be of help in the near future. Last but not the least, the issue of corruption is not only Cameroon’s problem, it also seems a global problem, from the findings of this study, I do hope some useful contributions will be of importance to the future generation to work out a valuable strategy to combat corruption which will be for the interest and good of the people of Cameroon and the world as a whole

1.7. Methodology

This research will use a qualitative study as it intend not only to understand the phenomenon of corruption in Cameroon, to find out successful measures to combat corruption in order to achieve a smooth flow of economic development and seeking a genuine solution to alleviate poverty in Cameroon  in the years to come. In order to go about the research question, a descriptive and explanatory approach will be employed.
A host of critics see qualitative research method as impressionistic and subject in the case study reflects the researcher’s personal judgement, which is asymmetrical. It is sometimes argued that their open-ended characteristic intends to limit the research focus and this does not give a clear understanding why an area is deemed more strategic to the other in carrying  such a study. The difficulty to actually following up the procedure that takes a qualitative researcher to arrive at the research conclusion, gives the quantitative researcher the impetus to question its transparency level. With these academic differences, this brings us to some distinctive fact between qualitative and quantitative research which are outlined below in table 1
Table 1

	Quantitative Research Method
	Qualitative Research Method

	Number
	Words

	Static
	Process 

	Structure 
	Unstructured 

	Generalisation 
	Contextual understanding

	Hard reliable data
	Rich, deep data

	Macro
	Micro

	Behaviour
	Meaning

	Artificial settings
	Natural settings


Source: Bryman, 2004: p287

The aspect of qualitative research which takes full consideration on an object of study for example, people rather than inanimate object such as chemical and gases, makes this research methods more comprehensible to the other because it creates a path way for qualitative researcher to view social life as a process which changes over time, and gives clear justification of peoples’ behaviour over time and space. In addition, because this research method does not have a standardized format to arrive at a research outcome, this gives it the unstructured characteristic making way for the researcher to think freely and develop new ideas with the use of empirical data which can lead us to the research outcome. With the characteristics of such a research method, this work has deemed this method very useful to the study because the study takes an inductive approach which is focused on understanding the impact of corruption on ED in Cameroon. .     
A multi- disciplinary and inter-disciplinary approach in collecting data has been widely used. In terms of primary data, the collected data will range from unstructured surveys from participants in both the public and private sector.  According to Bryman (2004:27) a research method is a technique of collecting data. It can comprise of specific measures such as self-completion questionnaire or an unstructured interview schedule. In respect to this research, the qualitative research method is used and this method will critically analyze the impact of corruption on contemporary economic development. The surveys will not necessarily pay impetus only on number but empirical information consisting of secondary data (words) will also be use in the research, the internet served as the principal medium to connect to online archives. Consultation of different websites, individual opinions, news papers, books from Aalborg University library, Centre for African Study in Copenhagen, photocopies of books from the University of Buea library, articles, manuals, press releases, news services, emails, documents on ED in Cameroon and a host of others. 

          In addition, methodology is to be understood as the specific way chosen to answering the problems identified in the research. This implies that this chapter has the task of explaining the methods used in the process of investigating and answering the problem formulation. The problem articulated in this thesis will assume the character of a case study. The subject of close examination in my thesis is the relation or link between corruption and economic development in Cameroon. The study will seek to identify these aspects of corruption and economic development not just as isolated objects, but place and examine them in the context in which these have arisen and exists. That is, both at the level of the national and the international political stage made up of a broad range of different actors. Hence, according to David de Vaus' definition, this will classify the investigation as a case study. De Vaus defines a case study, as the study of an object not just as an isolated phenomenon but in relation to its context, as a whole.
 Another definition of the case study comes from Robert K. Yin, he defines the case study as “an empirical inquiry that: investigates a contemporary phenomenon within its real-life context: when the boundaries between phenomenon & context are not clearly evident”.
 A case study according to Yin can cover institutions organizations phenomenon or individuals.
 As mentioned earlier, the specific focus of my thesis is an examination on the impact of corruption on ED in its real life context, focusing on how its specific aspect of corruption has affected ED in Cameroon. 

                  Bearing in mind that the main problem of this investigation is centered on corruption and economic development, it is necessary that the case is examined within its real circumstances, it would simply be impossible to investigate the relations between corruption and ED in relation to growth if corruption was treated as an isolated object removed from its context.

According to Yin “the case study's strength is its ability to deal with a full variety of evidence, documents, artifacts, interview and observations”.
 This means that the method of case study allows many different kinds of empirical data unlike for example research based strictly on one data type like surveys. Whereby it is possible through this method of case study to uncover and illuminate the relations between corruption and ED from a broad range of varying types of empery and combine information in the execution of this investigation.
1.8. Data Collection

In other to obtain valid useful data about corruption and economic development, academic research has been the main sources of information in this research, this will help provide an insight in the various ways corruption has affected the Cameroon’s economy and through more light on the measure that can be use to combat corruption. There are few ways of measuring corruption but there are direct ways of getting information about its occurrence in a country. Reports from publish sources like Transparency International (TI), the World Bank, IMF, academic journals, articles and books written on corruption in Cameroon and countries in the world. The author will also make use of information on working papers, web pages, books from Aalborg University library, Centre for African Study in Copenhagen, books from the University of Buea library, articles, manuals, press releases, news services, emails and documents on ED in Cameroon and a host of others.
Concurrently it should be noted that, TI only began publishing data on corruption and measuring corruption in 1995 and not all countries were included in that year such as Cameroon and today more than 200 countries have been added on the list. The Corruption Perception Index (CPI) published by TI is only a perception of the level of corruption in a country and as such does not measure the accurate level of corruption in a country. However, due to the limited time of this research the existing data from TI will be used instead of primary data. Despite this short coming, this index is highly significant in illustrating the problem of corruption.
1.8. Developing an Understanding

In the development of knowledge in this project and the understanding of the role or impact of corruption on ED will be presented as a process drawn in the line of thinking of William M.K.
Induction 
Induction is defined in simple terms as understanding the development of a problem statement “from the specific observation to broader generalization and theories”. This approach in a nutshell is also recognized as “bottom up”. This approach is characterized by observing regularities, formulating results and exploring existing theories which can be included in the researcher`s observations. The nature of this approach forces a more open thought process, especially at the beginning of the research.

 Figure1. Induction Thinking
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Source Deduction and Induction Thinking

Deduction

Deduction on the other hand is defined as understanding the development of a problem statement from the more general to the more specific knowledge. This approach is also referred to as “top-down”. The researcher can start with finding out the theories relevant to his/her sphere of interest. Then the sphere of interest can be narrowed to a specific hypothesis that can be tested.  Generally it leads to the confirmation (by using data and theories) of the theories which the researcher used. The deduction approach is more connected with confirming theories.
Figure2. Deduction Thinking





Source: http://www.socialresearchmethods.net/kb/dedind.php
            Bearing a mind with the clear distinction of qualitative and quantitative research methods and the various research methods applied by some writers, there is always a perception I will use both approaches at the same time in the thesis. However in the course of this work the induction approach will be use. Hence, at the beginning I will look at practical facts and empirical facts, relevant literatures, theoretical application and practical issues on the field base on questionnaire. The data that will be collected will be very important for the research because this will help me to draw my personal conclusions in relation to the topic I am researching on. A methodological equation can be derive as follows 
E+T+P = R

Where : E = Empirical data collected

             T = Theoretical contribution

              P=  Pressure (Anti corruption institutions; National and International Organizations)

             R = Research out come.

CHAPTER II.  Conceptualization and Literature Review

This chapter will look at the concept of corruption and economic development follow by examining valuable literatures from previous authors on corruption related issues.
2.1 Corruption

      The concept of corruption and economic development had captured the interest of many scholars and researchers now our days. Much attention of corruption is been focused especially in countries of the Third World because it has been a dominant practice, Many researchers have propounded many theories and suggested hypothesis on the problem of corruption. 

          Considering Ntemfac Ofege’s view, he examined corruption in Cameroon as a living thing, a monstrous slimy hydra, dangerous in outreach, cancerous in spread and disgusting in reach. Corruption according to Ntemfac runs in the system, it is the life wire of Cameroon and Cameroonians. Here is a country where the government can easily be defined as “by the corrupt, of the corrupt, and for the corrupt”
. He gave example of corrupt practices in Cameroon stemming from parent taking their children by hand to school masters to get their children admitted; parents going as far to pay examination leak questions for their children, students offering themselves for sexual intercourse in exchange for marks. He brought out corruption by the ruling party where children of under age are giving electoral cards to vote and move from place to place to vote several times. He again frown at corruption in public service examination like CUSS (Medical School) where official rates for bribe has been classified and other Higher Institution of Learning like ENS, Poly-techniques, EMIA, ENAM just to name a few. He has laid more emphasis on corruption at the educational sector but his view is very useful to the research because schools are seen as very sensitive areas where the future leaders of tomorrow are groomed. By the time these young students are exposed to corrupt practices, it will be very difficult to upload this from their system hence placing the future of the country at risk.
           He equally examines corruption in high places like in the ministries, FECAFOOT with local newspaper “L’ Expression” and corruption in hospitals where doctors are bribed to serve the interest of persons who pay the required amount of medical fee. He went as far to describe the government of Cameroon under the command of Paul Biya as a failed state a corrupt state founded on fraud and corruption where corruption is said to be the life wire of the system. (Ntenfac (2004))

Bjorn (2004, pp301) sees corruption as a term whose meaning shift with the speaker. He describes corruption of the young from watching violence on television or refers to political decisions that provide narrow benefits to one’s constituents. He says a speaker uses the term “corruption” to cover a range of actions that find undesirable.

          Corruption to this scholar is “the misuse of public power for private or political gains, recognizing that “misuse” must be defined in terms of some standard. Many corrupt activities under this definition are illegal in most countries. For example, paying and receiving bribes, fraud, embezzlement, self-dealing, and conflict of interest. However, part of the policy debate turns on where to draw the legal line and how to control borderline phenomena, such as conflict of interest, which many political systems fail to regulate.

             David (1994, pp 777), he starts by saying that bribery and graft are ways of life in most developing countries. In Egypt it is called “baksheesh” meaning “gift of money”, in Mexico it is called “La Mordida” meaning “the bite”. He went as far on drawing example on packing facilities in Mexico City where to park a car in parking spot you must pay a policeman or your car will get a ticket. Then he went further and quotes example on Cairo, on how if you want to take a photo on the monument of Rameses II in front of the Cairo road station, you would better slip the traffic officer a few bucks, or else you may get run over. With these examples, he says without well developed institutional settings and a public morality that condemns corruption, market forces function in a variety of areas that people in developed countries would consider inappropriate. In any country, the government has the right to allow development, to determine where you can park your car, to say whether you can take a photograph of public buildings, to decide who wins a law suit and so forth.  He added that, in developing countries these rights are often being sold. In developing countries, government official says that graft and bribery are built in their pay structure, so unless they take bribes, they would not have enough income. Business people say that if they want to stay in business, they have to pay bribes. Similarly, workers must bribe business men in order to get a job and labour leaders must be bribed not to cause trouble for business. He rounded up by saying that, he is not saying that these things are wrong but added that it is the responsibility of the society to decide where it is right or wrong. He says the term bribery in English has a pejorative connotation. In many other languages, the term people use for this type of activity does have such negative connotations.

          It is clear that problem of corruption is pervasive and all about it cannot be in the books. “Corruption” is a general concept describing any organized interdependent system with which parts of the system is either not performing duties it was originally intended to or performing them in an improper way, to the detriment of the system’s original point post. He goes further to bring out specific types of corruption which includes political corruption; corruption of political system where public officials seek illegitimate personal private gains through actions such as extortion, bribery, nepotism, cronyism, patronage, graft and embezzlement. He equally identifies other such as police corruption, data corruption, the receiving of data which is different from that which was transmitted or other wise intended.

          To add, corruption is a phenomenon recognized to undermine democratic institutions, retards economic development and contributes to government instability. Corruption attacks the foundation of democratic institution by distorting electoral process, perverting the rule of law and creating bureaucratic quagmires whose only reason for existence is the soliciting of bribes. Economic development is stunted because outside direct investment is discouraged and small businesses within the country often find it impossible to over come the “start up cost” required, because of corruption. It is seen to be the world’s greatest challenge. It is a major hindrance to sustainable development, with a disproportionate impact on the poor community and is corrosive on the very fabric of society. The impact on private sector is also considerable; it impedes economic growth, distorts competition and represents serious legal and reputation risk. Corruption is also very costly for business, with the extra financial burden estimated to add 10% or more to the cost of doing business in many parts of the world. It is now evidence that in many countries corruption adds upward of 10% to the cost of doing business and that corruption adds as much 25% to the cost of public procurement. This undermines business performance and diverts public resources from legitimate sustainable development.
Companies have vested interest in sustainable social economic and environmental development. It is clear that corruption has played a major part in undermining the word’s social, economic and environmental development. Resources have been diverted to improper use and the quality of services and materials used for development is seriously compromised. The impact of this practice is dominant in third world countries as the poorer communities’ struggles to improve their lives; in this light, undermining the fabric of these societies has led to environmental mismanagement, undermining labour standard and restricted access to basic human rights. It is well noted that business has a vested interest in social stability and in the economic growth of local communities. Therefore business community can and should play its part in making corruption unacceptable. It is important to understand that corruption diverts resources from their proper use.

     Financial resources that were intended for local development may as a result of corruption end up in foreign bank accounts instead of being used for local purchasing and the stimulation of local economies. At the same time, it distorted competition and creates gross inefficiencies in both the public and private sector. In most cases when corruption occurs, the services or products being purchased are inferior to what had been expected or contracted for. The long term sustainability of business depends on free and fair competition. Corrupt practises also accompany and facilitate drug dealing and organized crime. Money laundering and illicit international money transfer are used as support mechanism for international terrorism.

       In grand corruption according to the UNDP publication on titled corruption and Good Governance, (USA 1997:24) when the government is a buyer or a contractor, there are several reasons to pay off officials. First, a firm may pay to be included in the list of pre qualified bidders and to restrict the size of the list. Second, it may pay for inside information. Third, bribes may induce officials to structure the bidding specifications so that the corruption firm is the only qualified supplier. Forth, a firm may pay to be selected as the winning contractor. Fifth, once a firm has been selected as the contractor, it may pay to set inflated prices or to skimp on quality. Paul Collier and Anke Hoeffler in their article entitled “The economic cost of corruption in infrastructure, in the 2005 Global Corruption Report”, states that it is a common scenario in Africa for budget decision makers that are corrupt to skimp the budget towards infrastructure spending so as to increase opportunities for corruption. If roads are more capital intensive than primary education, the budget may be skewed towards roads and away from education. And if there is more opportunity for corruption in road construction than in road maintenance, then roads may be built, allowed to fall apart, and then rebuilt. This is a practical situation in Cameroon where most of the corrupt practices are tilted in the direction of infrastructural development just because the government officials deemed it to capital intensive.

           According to Gyimah (2002), corruption is a word that has been defined differently by both practitioners and academicians who study corruption “it means different things to different people depending on the individual cultural background, discipline and political leaning” (Gyimah, 2002:186)

According to Jain (2001), the manner in which corruption is defined ends up determining what gets modelled and measured. He argues that a brief definition of corruption is difficult to get. He defines corruption as “an act in which the power of the public office is used for personal gain in the manner that contravenes the rules of the game” (Jain, 2001:73). Osobo (1996) cited by Mulinge and Lesetedi (2002) defines corruption as “a form of antisocial behaviour by an individual or social group which confers unjust or fraudulent benefits on its perpetrators, is inconsistent with the established legal norms and prevailing moral ethos of the land and is likely to subvert or diminish  the capacity of the legitimate authorities to provide fully for the material and spiritual well being of all manners of society in a just and equitable manner”(Osobo cited by Mulinge and Lesetedi 2002:52). According to Mbaku (1997) cited by Destas (2006) corruption is view by most Africans as a practical issue involving “outright theft, embezzlement of funds or other misappropriation of state property, nepotism and the granting of favour to personal acquaintances and the abuse of the public authority to exact payments and privileges” (Mbaku,1997 cited by Desta,2006:19). Defined this way, the general public is seen as the principal agent and the public officials as the agent. Previous definitions of corruption have largely neglected that corrupt practices occur not only in the public sector but in the private sector as well, as is the case in Cameroon. In Cameroon corruption can be seen from the bureaucratic or systematic, political dimensions. This is so because corruption in Cameroon occurs in different forms with every facet of the society exhibiting the tendency to be corrupt. This thesis therefore adopts the definition of corruption given by Frazier-Moleketi (2007) as: 

  ‘a transaction or an attempt to secure illegitimate advantage for national interests, private
benefit or enrichment, through subverting or suborning a public official or any person or entity from performing their proper functions with diligence and probity’ (Frazier-Moleketi, 2007:246).  
The definition of Frazier-Moleketi takes into cognizance the different forms of corruption that exists in both the public and private sectors of the Cameroon society. Trust is sometimes abused, hence leading to a situation where “public goods” which was suppose to be used for the general interests of the people is usurp as the property of a few political and public official holders.  

In recent years there has been large body of empirical research on corruption (Such as, Mauro 1995,

Obayelu 2007, Rose Ackerman 1999, Stapenhurst and Kpundeh 1999, World Bank 1997). There are different types of corruption. Ovienloba (2007) explains the different forms of corruption in Cameroon. These include (Systematic or bureaucratic corruption and endemic corruption). He argues that systematic corruption occurs in the public sector and it is also referred to as bureaucratic corruption. In his elaborate analysis, he posits that this kind of corruption frustrates the free flow of administrative provisions for development and those who give in to this kind of corruption forget the ideals of good governance and frustrate the system for their private gains and benefits. He further explains that this kind of corruption is a systematic defeat of good governance given the fact that “good governance relates with effective delivery of services to the public and in the course of delivering these services to the public the bureaucrats behaviour should be fair and he or she should posses characteristics such as trust, consistency, mutual respect and impartial decision making” (Ovienloba, 2007:33). Various forms of political corruption includes; bribery, election rigging, nepotism, mediocrity and concludes that if political corruption can be minimized all the other forms of corruption can be controlled. According to Dike (2003) corruption in Cameroon occurs in so many different forms. Political corruption which takes place at the highest levels of political authority and it affects the manner in which decisions are made. Electoral corruption is the buying of votes, special favours or promises of votes. He defines bureaucratic corruption as the low levels or street levels corruption, this type of corruption is what the citizen´s experience in schools, hospitals, even with the citizen´s interaction with the police. Olarinmoye (2008) in his detailed analysis on electoral corruption finds an intimate link between electoral fraud or process and poor governance. He argues that subversion of electoral process leads to the installation of individuals who pursue their private interest rather than the general interest hence this will eventually lead to bad governance, poverty and economic underdevelopment that have plagued Cameroon for three decade under the CPDM regime. He concluded that an understanding of the electoral corruption is essential to combat it and quest for good governance which will promote economic development. Lawal and Torbi (2006) assert that since good governance involves the effective management of resources by the government, improving the well being of the citizens thus the gains of good governance seems to be far from most African nation of which Cameroon is inclusive. Due to bureaucratic corruption, hence it is seen as one of the obstacles to good governance in Cameroon.  Agba (2010) examines the different types of corruption and based on his analysis he concludes that bureaucratic and political corruption weakens good governance. This is so because policy makers become hesitant in taking decisions to reduce corruption or introduce new reforms to combat it. This thesis will focus on bureaucratic, political corruption, private and collective corruption.

2.2 Types of Corruption

          The various types of corruption which the researcher is interested at with respect to this study will be define below. These types of corruption captured the researcher’s interest because they are the most common types of corruption we face in our daily transactions with one another be it a commoner or government official/politician. 

Political Corruption; 
This is a type of corruption whereby, politician and political decision makers who are charged with responsibility of making and implementing law for the nations are themselves corrupt. This kind of corruption affects the way in which decisions are made (Dike 2008, Keeper,ASSR).
Political corruption not only leads to the misallocation of resources, but it also affects the manner in which decisions are made. Political corruption is the manipulation of the political institutions and the rules of procedure, and therefore it influences the institutions of government and the political system, and it frequently leads to institutional decay. Political corruption is therefore something more than a deviation from formal and written legal norms, from professional codes of ethics and
court rulings. Political corruption is when laws and regulations are more or less systematically abused by the rulers, side-stepped, ignored, or even tailored to fit their interests

. Political corruption is a deviation from the rational-legal values and principles of the modern state, and the basic problem is the weak accountability between the governors and the governed. In particular in authoritarian countries, the legal bases, against which corrupt practices are usually evaluated and judged, are weak and furthermore subject to downright encroachment by the rulers.
Bureaucratic Corruption; 

Jacob van Klaveren believes that a corrupt bureaucrat regards his office as a business from which he is able to extract extra-legal income. As a result, the civil servant's total compensation "does not depend on an ethical evaluation of his usefulness for the common good but precisely upon the market situation and his talents for finding the point of maximal gain on the public's demand curve” (Klaveren 1990: 26). As part of his definition of corruption, Nathaniel Leff (1964: 8) includes "bribery to obtain foreign exchange, import, export, investment or production licenses, or to avoid paying taxes." According to Carl Friedrich (1990: 15), individuals are said to be engaging in corruption when they are granted power by society to perform certain public duties but, as a result of the expectation of a personal reward or gain (be it monetary or otherwise), undertake actions that reduce the welfare of society or damage the public interest.
      With so much definition on bureaucratic corruption it is well agreed that corruption is an obstacle to economic development. Hence with all the above definitions, it is practically in line with the daily happening in Cameroon top political circle. The writer can best define this type of corruption according to this research as a type of corruption where once at the top the actors will do all what it takes to stay at the top even if it means doing so at the detriment of the state.
Private and Collective Corruption;

Writers and scholars on corruption related issues have been able to secure another type of corruption known as the private and collective corruption “individuals vs aggregated”. In this form of corruption the money collected or benefit achieved through corrupt practices is being “privatize” in various ways. It may be extracted for the benefit of an individual who will share nothing or very little portion of the benefit with his equals, or it may be extracted for a particular group with some coherent or unity. This type of corrupt practice is common in Cameroon which has lead to the disappearance of close to 52 million USD by some group of state ministers as a result of leasing three private air jets where one was for the personal use of the president of the Republic of Cameroon
, which finally led to the arrest of most of those top state officials. The “private” individual and intimate nature of corruption caught the writer’s interest and popular opinion because of the illegal and secret nature of corrupt transactions. The illegality and immorality calls for a serious collusion and conspiracy amongst its actors. They stay in close circle to watch each and every member back in their inner circle.
       However, corruption may also be “collective”. First of all because corruption has a substantial economic effect in aggregate terms, but also because corruption may in itself be a deliberate way of resource extraction for the benefit of a larger group. Some definitions of corruption also emphasises the point that the rulers as a group or as an institution or organisation, make unjustified use of their influence to extract resources for the benefit of the group as such. Many well-known and well documented cases of grand corruption have involved political parties (ruling parties in particular, but also prospective ruling parties), entire administrative bureaux, and national governments. An example was the case in Cameroon where the main opposition party was accused of mismanagement of party fund
. 
Redistributive and Extractive Corruption;

In this type of corruptions the whole system is involved, each and every one takes part in this form of corruption in different ways. It is often known as corruption where the state and the society are interrelated in one way or the other. This relationship is usually mutually unbalance either at one point one party stands much to gain in the union. In a situation where the state or individual who stand in the name of the state stands to benefit more is called redistributive corruption also known as corruption from below (state/society relationship) while on the other hand, a case where the society or some business men seems to exploit the state is known as extractive corruption or corruption from above (society/state relationship).
2.3. Conceptualizing corruption; 
According to klitgaard (1991), cited by Obuah (2010) corruption can be represented by the following equation:
C = E + D – A

Where :

C = Corruption

E = Economic Rent

D = Discretion

A = Accountability. 

According to his model, corrupting can always have a green light when individual exhibit monopolistic and discretional powers over the control of goods or services of a country with little or no accountability and decides who gets it, when he gets it and how much the receiver gets (klitgaard (1991). This model will also be used to explain the prevalence of corruption in Cameroon. Sachs and Warner (1995) postulated that rent seeking behaviour is predominant in resource rich countries than in resource poor countries. In the case of Cameroon, oil income has presented a great opportunity for corruption and rent-seeking (Salisu, 2000). Dininio and Kpundeh (1999) when further to add that from an institutional point of view, corruption arises when public officials have wide authority, weak accountability and bad incentives. The more activities public officials manage, the more opportunities exist for corruption and the lower the probability of detection of the punishment the greater the risk that corruption will take place and if the salaries are low, and lack of security of employment the greater the incentives for public officials to pursue self serving rather than public serving ends. The lack of accountability provided a ground for corruption which has been exploited by the dishonest officials in the public sector. According to Dike (2003), poor control system makes it difficult to track corrupt activities and this leads to corruption. The presence of weak institutions is another major cause of corruption in Cameroon. Most of the forces which prevent corruption in the country are often weak and some of the laws enforcing agencies are themselves corrupt (Sowunmi et al, 2010). Some anti corruption institutions often cited with their victims as accomplices hence making it difficult for the population to believe their effort in hunting down corrupt officials and groups.
2.4. Economic Development
Economic development increases a regional economy capacity to create wealth for its local residents. This solely depends upon the deployment of a host of issues such as the labour, financial capital, facilities and equipment, know how, land, other physical resources, and public and private infrastructure (Kane and Sand, 1988). The ingredient of economic development is an important instrument for growth and vitality of a nation. In this term, economic development implies a qualitative change in what or how goods and services are produce through shift in resource use, production methods, workforce skill, technology, information or financial arrangement. A nation’s economic development depends on the independent participation of so many actors, the overwhelming majority of who operate in the private sector. The nation economy is shaped by the decision of consumers, investor, loan officers, workers corporate officials, business owners, entrepreneurs and student, all of whom make choices and take actions that affect economic outcomes.  
            Development conceives of as economic growth is a quantitative concept and basically means more of the same. Yet, even if we limit ourselves to the economic sphere, it is clear that economic development is more than economic growth alone. Economic development refers to growth accompanied by qualitative changes in the structure of production and employment, generally referred to as structural change (Kuznets, 1966). From the understanding of economic development everything being equal, a successful economic development will stir growth and improve on the standard of living of citizens hence alleviating poverty. According to Myrdal, there has been a widespread consensus of the objective of development amongst political actors in developing countries (Myrdal, 1968 pp 57-69). A broader concept of development there involve, changing the entire society to suit the modernization ideal. Looking at development toward this context is a very positive step but getting the entire system is very demanding as modernisation concept in development embodies a host of issues such as;

 - Rationality (in policy, in the application of technological knowledge, in structuring social relations, in thinking about objectives and means).

- Planning for development; searching for a coherent system of policy measures in order to change situations that are considered undesirable.

- Increases in production per capita and production per worker, primarily through industrialisation and increased capital intensity of production. 
- Improvements in the standard of living.
- Declines in social and economic inequality. Development ought to be for the beneﬁt of the people, the masses.
- More efficient institutions and attitudes that are conducive to an increase in productivity and to development in general (for example, institutions that allow for mobility, initiative, entrepreneurship, effective competition and equal opportunities; attitudes like efficiency, diligence, orderliness, punctuality, economy, honesty, rationality, openness to change, solidarity and future-orientedness).

- Consolidation of the national state and national integration.
- National independence.

- Political democratisation. The concept of democratisation can be interpreted in various ways of which parliamentary democracy is but one. Democratisation always implies some notion of involving the masses of the population in political decision-making. 

- Increased social discipline. Developmental goals cannot be attained if governments cannot impose obligations on their citizens.

Source: Myrdal (1968).
             Modernisation model is an ideal concept in development as it embodies the entire variable necessary for a possible economic development. The reality on our daily operation is far from getting a real result of a reflection of this concept. But taken into mind the aspect of going for what is right no matter what it takes to get there, couple to the fact that a journey of a thousand miles begin with a step, Cameroon can start making a move towards this by respecting all the variable of modernisation model. In the subsequent chapter one will see if this model has been implemented in Cameroon or Cameroonian are shying away from its due reasons which will be uncover in the course of this thesis. 
2.5. Underdevelopment

With the witness of the end of World War II, the so called developing countries had struggled to improve their living standards. In the beginning, there had been little concern on the cause of underdevelopment. The rallying of newly independent countries, industrialise countries and the UN had tried to promote development through the various way; by applying the measure of know-how through the assignment of experts, the expansion of education, the development of infrastructure just to name a few. In an attempt to make this a reality, the process to fight underdevelopment was supposed to be spear headed by the so- called develop countries to lead the way by showing the developing countries the secret behind their growth this instead made way for some of this giant capital countries to exploit the developing nations (Day 2011). Hence widen the gap between develop and less develop. Underdevelopment, according to the Marxist school, is when nations seeking to develop come into contact with Western developed countries, and hence become parasitized (Furtado 1971). Underdevelopment is a scenario which results from the absence of trade altogether which leaves the economy isolated to the rest of the world. The concept of underdevelopment is more like an active process by which the global lesser-developed nations are exploited by their contact with an abusively capitalist group of already-developed nations. Without sharing view with the Marxist, One can agree with this definition, since it is derive in the concept of the nation and of the state that some groups of people are collected referred to as "developed" and others are collectively referred to as "underdeveloped". It is actually entirely irrelevant which nation and which state they belong to, although public and private infrastructure is what generally gives rise to this misconception (Foster-Carter 1979).

          Yet taking a more optimistic outlook, and most neoliberals do this, is to see the development of nations in terms of stages of growth. Walter Rostow from Harvard wrote a "Non-Communist Manifesto" in which he described Hegelian-like stages of development. Harrod and Domar in the 1970s later came upon Rostow's work and corrected it to fit with more flexible conditions and realistic scenarios (Todaro and Smith 2003). The stages theories have several things in common: they tend to argue for liberalizing policies, and tend to explain underdevelopment in terms of stops and problems somewhere along the stages. The Marxists respond that this does not take into consideration the history of exploitation and imperialism involved. One should think of development in terms of stages, models, and industry rotations. Marxists who respond that there are social-economic and socio-historical factors that the capitalist models ignore are certainly right.

              However the capitalist theory explain how economies ought to develop, and unfortunately there are governmental, political, and exploitations involved which interfere with the general tendencies laid out by capitalist models. An analogy to gravity is useful here. There is general tendency for heavenly bodies to obey the laws of gravity, however, when a force like electro-magnetism stands in the way, it gives an appearance of the body not obeying the law of gravity.

             In effect, one can explain why nation-states are or are not developing while being able to also explain the reasons and factors which stand in the way of development. A more hardline Marxist approach is to say that global capitalist development is simply not possible, in that some countries necessarily exploit other countries to become more affluent. In this case, In the case of Cameroon the validity of such a concept can be prove right because most of the lucrative economic and investment area are often influence by the French government. Nkwi (2006) the Cameroon major petroleum industry the SONARA, the forest exploitation company are all run and control by the French government and it was only in late 2011 where Cameroonian were presented of an account of SONARA oil in thirty years. This could also add more prove on how the level of lack of accountability, discretion and economic rent has been in Cameroon. 
2.6. Poverty

The concept of poverty today is always looked on direction of income related, other resources such

as assets, income in kind and subsidies to public services and employment should be imputed to arrive at a comprehensive but accurate measure of income. People can be said to be in poverty when

they are deprived of income and other resources needed to obtain the conditions of life the diets, material goods, amenities, standards and services that enable them to meet up with a good standard of living. To play the roles to meet the obligations of a better standard of living, the customs of their society needs to be taken into consideration. It well seen today that the measurement of poverty is conventional where everything is income related, but for a society like Africa it very difficult to related the people standard of living with their income because most of this people obtain all the necessary diet from their local farms which keep them healthy. The determination of a poverty line cannot be based on an arbitrary selection of a low level of income. Only scientific criteria independent of income can justify where the poverty line should be drawn. The multiplicity and severity of different types of deprivation can constitute those criteria. In relation to these derivative it certain that most African countries are below poverty line because the basic social amenities and health care facilities are lacking to live a quality live. Cameroon case is not related to food security because this country stands a major food supplier in the CEMAC region but in terms of social amenities, health care facilities and infrastructural development are lacking which are all consider as agent of poverty hence Cameroon is practically a poverty stricken country.
          The following concepts have been examined ranging from corruption, economic development, underdevelopment and finally poverty. This research will seek to bring out the relation between these concepts. Economic development with it derivatives are bound to flourish when there is absent of corruption but when a system is preoccupied with corruption from all sectors it give way for underdevelopment and poverty. This relation is very important for this thesis because these concepts are use in this work and it will be very important for the writer to make mentioned of the link between these concept and how they can originate. Normally corruption cannot be seen as the only cause of Cameroon underdeveloped nature and poverty there can be other causes but this work is interested in corruption because it has been the main problem of investigation of the research and this need to be proven right or wrong.      
CHAPTER III. Cameroon as a case study
This chapter will answer the first two research question by taken a look at how is corruption in Cameroon this will be done by examining the causes and the manifestation of corruption net work, the second research question which is the consequences of corruption on economic development and poverty alleviation in Cameroon. This research question will be answered with the help of the variables in the research theory and empirical evidence from previous work related to this subject and finally the personal view of the researcher.
3.1. Historical Causes
It is quiet clear that with recent happenings in Cameroon on corruption related practices; one cannot lay blame on its historical origin especially with all the empirical facts which have unfolded corruption in the recent years in Cameroon. According to Bayart, (1989) the refusal to recognise a

complete integrated historical societies in the African society results to a poor understanding of the repercussions of historical factors on the present day political situation and on the attitudes of contemporary social actors. The idea here is not to equate the present day situation with that of yesterday, but to proceed by using a genealogical approach which brings out the strategies that were used by social actors in the past to build up the State ( Bayart (1989 p: 143 ). These historical aspects are very important because sometimes it lays down the foundation on which most African states are built. For example in the case of Cameroon we are very close to France because they were our colonial masters and most of our institutions are set under the French law and systems. Sometimes France seems to be more concern over our internal affairs and major decisions concerning leadership are being consulted from France, certainly this is normally seen as neo-colonialism. But considering all, there is parameter to prove that yesterday’s happening will certainly affect that of today. It is quiet clear that a governor’s behaviour in town “A” in the 40s will certainly affects a current governor in the same town in 2012. They are different personalities and they all exist in different eras. Corruption is not a practice which can be linked to historical origin unless at a very high level in the society which are normally link to organisation bonded by treaties not on individual relationship. 
3.2. Causes of Contemporary Corruption in Cameroon 

Basic Causes:
	1.Wages condition
	a) inadequate pay or low salaries 
b)lack of incentives for effective performance                                                         

	2.Ineffective  control system
	a) poor management and control systems 
b) Luke warm attitude of officials 
c) lack of clear rules and codes of ethics  

d) weak government institutions 
e)Weak accountability and lack of transparency 
f)lack of accountable and transparent political system 


	3. Other factor:   
	a) rent seeking 



Table 2: some causes of corruption in Cameroon
Despite the pernicious effects of corruption, scholars differ in their findings. One group holds that corruption enhances economic growth while the other group defends the opposite. A few scholars belonging to the first group like Leff (1964) and Huntington (1968) Cited by Anorou and Braha2005) claim that corruption can be growth enhancing in the sense that with the help of corruption efficiency in the economy is improved. This is so because strict measures that are imposed by the government that impede investment and other economic decisions favourable to growth are removed. Therefore, corruption according to these scholars “greases the wheel” (Anorou and Braha, 2005). Murphy et al (1993), Mauro (1995) on the other hand argue that corruption increases cost and leads to doubt in the intentional spheres. Mauro (1995) finds out that corruption has a negative effect on the ratio of investment to GDP thus affecting economic growth. Corruption discourages investment and distorts the composition of government spending usually to the detriment of future economic growth (Mauro, 1997). Mauro (1997) argue that corruption will reduce aids flow particularly to developing countries. This is so because many donor countries have focused on the issue of good governance, and in cases where good governance has been poor these donor countries have withdrawn their assistance. For instance the International Monetary Fund (IMF) has stopped its development support to some very corrupt countries. The World Bank on its part has introduced tougher anti -corruption principles into its lending policies to corrupt countries (Dike, 2008).  Corruption causes a serious development challenge, in the political sphere; it undermines democracy and good governance by weakening political processes. Corruption in elections subverts accountability and representation in policy making, in the judiciary it suspends the rule of law and in the public service it leads to the unequal distribution of services (Dininio, and Kpundeh, 1999). The effects of corruption in Cameroon have been very significant. From multi-internal effects such as poor governance, misuse of natural resources, mediocrity, high unemployment rates, the even widened gap between the rich and the poor to the international effects such as the tarnished image of Cameroon in the international circles, for example the just ended London Olympics which seven Cameroonian disappeared from the Olympic village and later on resurface and seek asylum in the United Kingdom. Due to corruption in Cameroon, foreign nationals exercised caution in entering business with Cameroon there by weakening the economic sector of the country (Cleen foundation, 2010). According to Dike (2008) corruption wastes skills because time is often wasted to set up anti-corruption agencies to fight corruption and also to monitor public sectors. To conclude, corruption diverts scarce public resources into private pockets, it weakens good governance and thereby hindering economic development; it also threatens democracy and erodes the social and moral fabrics of a country (Dike,2008). All these negatives effects keep stressing on the importance of combating corruption.
3.3. Corruption according to the finding of National Survey

To add more credit to the answer of what causes corruption in Cameroon this work went further to look at some responses from respondent from seven of the ten regions in Cameroon. Their responses were guided by some of the factors which can stir up corrupt practices in our society. This data has been collected by Pierre T (1999) and is presented in table 3 below.
	
	Centre
	East
	Littoral
	North W
	Far North
	North
	West
	Total

	Low Salaries
	33.22
	27
	25
	34.64
	34.33
	35.33
	28.34
	30.98

	Impunity
	33.33
	31
	40
	43.5
	30.66
	39.33
	30.68
	35.5

	Desire to get rich all cost
	13.33
	26
	19
	11.43
	19.66
	20.33
	22.51
	18.89

	Ignorance of right
	5.55
	16
	13
	8.88
	14.66
	15
	16.92
	12.85


Table 3. Pierre T data
 From his work, he looks at the causes of corruption in Cameroon to be as a result of; low salaries, Impunity, the desire to get rich at all cost and ignorance of right. From this survey the respondent never gave an out standing response as seen on the table but the factor of low salary and impunity where the most dominant responses which is in line with qualitative opinion poll. The outcome of survey stood at 30.98% for low salary and 35.5% for impunity.  According to opinion polls, the best way to fight corruption in Cameroon is to punish the culprits on the one hand and increase the salaries of civil servant and state employee on the other hand.  
          It was pointed out earlier on, that for Cameroonians, the anti-corruption campaign was merely a wasted effort since government had not taken any measures against the corrupted and the corrupters. Respondents are of the opinion that the State machinery protects corrupters and the corrupted, and that because of this impunity, corruption is a sea serpent neither the head nor the tail of which we can see. It is felt that the first gentlemen of 30% been punished, corruption would not have been institutionalized. As concerns the problem of salaries, those Cameroonians interviewed had a lot to say. They feel that giving a minimum level of well-being, corruption would reduce on its own. For them, people don’t actually need to be extremely rich; rather, they need to be able to assert themselves just a little more in society. That is why, if we want to fight corruption, it would be a good idea to provide each Cameroonian with the main pillars of life: a house, a car, access to healthcare, education, and the possibility to get married. The salary slash, the economic crisis and the devaluation have succeeded in turning Cameroonians into beggars who have all the difficulties in the world in making ends meet. Several respondents pointed out that corruption existed before the economic crisis, but that the crisis only aggravated it, so that the only way for a civil servant to survive is by swindling others. Before the 1970s one’s salary enabled one to have the vital minimum. Today, one need to be a man of integrity to process a file worth a million francs when one’s salary is so pathetic. For seven years now State employees who are married and have children, no longer receive family allowances hence with all these standing on their way they cannot say no to corruption because most of them who are open to tax payer’s money see it as the only means of survival. From his proceeding data it is well seen that this data were collected from seven out of the ten regions in Cameroon which implies the perception of the other three regions were being left, out hence making the outcome of his decision incredible since it does not reflect national perception. Also to add, these data were collected in 1999 it has been a long period from now hence living us with a choice to discuss corruption more at different sectors or professions in Cameroon.
        A recent survey was also carried out in this research to find out the contemporary perception of the causes of corruption in Cameroon. A small questionnaire was designed which carried some few variable of some of the factors which pushes people to be corrupt this targeted only twenty adult/active group and this was the outcome. This is tabulated below
	Corruption factors
	Age Group 25-45
	Age group 45-60

	- Poor working conditions
	2
	1

	- Lack of accountability
	3
	3

	- Descretion
	1
	1

	- Economic Rent
	1
	0

	- Impunity measures
	5
	6


Table 4: field responses on causes of corruption in Cameroom
According to these results it is well seen that from the age group between 25 to 45, impunity 5, lack of accountability 3 and poor working condition 2, these are the very strong factors that pushes Cameroonians to be corrupt. But impunity from those in public offices is the number one cause because every state official who has a government positions has the laws in his hands he or she does what ever they feel is good for them. This freedom has made way for the lack of accountability which is one of the values which endanger economic development and promote poverty and underdevelopment. From the research theory corruption is usually influence when there is lack of accountability hence as long as there is impunity in state own organisations official will enrich themselves at the detriment of the state. The age group 45 to 60 shared almost the same view but agued the fact that corruption is not influence by poor working condition, some respondents above 55year shared light on their salary wages and their working conditions in the early days of independence. They recounted that things are more better today as compared to yesterday but with small salaries they where able to train their kids and managed the little the earn. But today the system is freer and everybody just want to do what they feel with responsibility the state bestowed on them with accounting to the people. Because of this all the state reserve has been mismanaged and the revenue directed to personal funds abroad. Some Cameroonian even agued that Cameroon is among the poor nations in Africa but huge sum of money are transferred to banks in Europe and America without any questioning. Is the West helping us? With high impunity state officials are able to do things at their discretion, no accountability at a lesser extent poor working condition will push people to be corrupt because if the laws were functional their status would have been improved and the fear of the abuse their office prevail. 
3.4. Corruption according to Sectorial Survey

Since practice of corruption does not change when seen from sectorial angle it is clear that we should not expect any change from the above causes but sometimes the environment of the occurrence of the act is what the author is of interest. The environment will be look at in the course of this research. The perpetuators of corruption is you and I, this normally implies our living condition and daily happenings will normally be discussed in our daily sectors of life be it government offices or business areas. But the following areas of justice, custom, insurance and the media will be look at.  This area looks at a nation to be some of the very most important areas which when unstable can affect the economic development of a nation since with the unstable nature of this areas can scare investors and put the country into a growth deficit.
3.4.a. The Judiciary sector
 The salary cut also affected the judiciary system as most personnel in this sector also single out the reduction of their purchasing power as a cause of corruption. For sure, the salaries of magistrates were raised following a number of demands and in view of the electoral stakes at a period feared by the regime in power, but a big portion of judicial personnel who are not magistrates were not granted the same benefit. Bailiffs and court clerks still remain paupers in their present status. Among the bailiffs, apart from those who have practices, clerks and pupil bailiffs make up the majority and they are subject to the same conditions, in which other Cameroonians live and work. Those who are waiting for practices wait for long periods before being appointed, the pupil bailiffs receive no remuneration, and their situation gives rise to poverty, hence the lack of probity. Penniless and faced with a very high demand for their services, the judiciary personnel get involved in the illegal trading of such services to the highest bidders. It was discovered that corruption works in networks: everybody does the same thing to have access to judicial service that is normally free of charge. In order to move up in his professional career, each individual is obliged to act as the other; he does not fool around with the constant interventions of his corrupt superiors. In this pervasive atmosphere of nepotism, he who has no one to intervene on his behalf has only to resort to his purse to offset the numerous interventions that distort the course of justice to the detriment of the poor. In a system where any refusal to obey might be construed as violating the duty of respect to the authorities, as a sign of dishonour, and sanctioned as a professional disciplinary offence, the judicial auxiliary is powerless against the mafia networks woven by his bosses and the fraud stars
The power of corruption networks, which include the hierarchy corruptors and the agents who are supposed to render services to the very hierarchy, feeds the system to the point of making it impregnable the individual thus made powerless has no choice other than to yield to the system or to actively make use of it. Corruption in the judiciary also results from the lack of equipment and insufficient human resources. Conditions of work are characterised with use of old typing machines, no computer, not even electric typing machines, the personnel work with no smiles on their faces in a dirty milieu surrounded by dusty files since there are no filing cabinets for the files. Faced with a high demand and thousands of cases to be handled, the court clerk is inclined to offer his services to the highest ‘bidders’. Human resources are limited and the few available personnel is required to put in more effort than is physically possible hence increase the peddling nature with those seeking judicial services. It is well known that when the judiciary system of a country is corrupt like that of Cameroon it becomes very difficult to fight corruption. Since in any economic or business transaction the legal system has been involved but with the lack of trust, this makes it very difficult for investors to come into the system to initiate business deal hence hindering economic development.

3.4.b. Custom Sector

As concern corruption within the customs services, the Cameroon government have introduced indirect channels in customs clearance procedures or by prolonging these procedures as much as possible, the customs officer creates tensions and delays, thus forcing the busy operator to negotiate
Customs duties remain extremely high on some products, in spite of the improvements brought by the customs reform. Such is the case with computers and vehicles. Computers which today are a necessity in the area of business and industrial management, are classified under the fourth category (current consumption products) and consequently have a customs duty rate of 30%, which is really too high. Customs duty on a new vehicle is as high as 54% and 42% for new commercial vehicles. These high duties place on goods naturally encourage fraud, negotiation and corrupt practices. Those who cannot negotiate or afford the price will end up abandoning their goods at the port of entering. Taking all this into consideration when one aspect an economy is to survive if the system discourages individual business with heavy tax levied on it citizens, the poor working condition of the custom is alarming. Recently, there has been an effort to provide custom officers with decent conditions of work. The cleanliness of the place and the neatness of the cabinets strike any person visiting the Customs Headquarters in Douala. But it goes without saying that for the custom officers, the essential is still to be done. This essential of course has to do with the remuneration, and the socio-judicial status of the custom officers which will make them have a better living standard. Remuneration on the part of custom sector they considered this as insufficient. Custom officers are better paid than other civil servants, but less than magistrates, the military and police»; this is the sentiment generally expressed in customs circles. Basically, customs officers are entitled to monthly overtime allowances and other quarterly emoluments. Besides, the litigation quota (20%) is given to the customs inspector at 1/5 (4%); a good transaction can yield 5, 7 or even 10 million Frs. for an inspector. Unlike the allowances reserved for the chiefs, emoluments are given to all the personnel, from the lowest officer to the director. «This is money earned honestly, says a customs officer, but only in theory, because in reality, the most basic of these benefit disappeared a long time ago. Besides, it is not every customs officer, even inspectors, who earn millions from handling certain transactions. It is only in exceptional cases.
3.4.c. The Insurance Sector

 Corruption in the insurance sector can be attributed to the following causes; Lack of professionalism. Many operators involved in this field are unable to honour their commitments. This was the reason why the authorization to operate was withdrawn from some of them. These shortcomings are sometimes due to the fact that large amounts of money are taken out from their coffers to use in paying bribes. Now market conditions are such that this practice cannot be carried out with impunity. According to Protais Ayangma (Director of an Insurance Company), 70% of what an insurance company receives from its client must be earmarked for the payment of claims ; if, from the remaining 30% hush money has to be taken out, then the consequences would be very serious (interviewed, March 1999). The insurer who is not capable of honouring his commitments will try to bring his clients to negotiate in order to obtain some satisfaction. In most cases clients are the origin of corruption. Some are looking for preferential treatment, while others are of bad faith. Private enterprises and multinationals pose fewer problems to insurers than public administrative services and State enterprises whose officials often ask for an over evaluation. Proper communication would have helped reduce ignorance on the part of insurance clients who do not always know their rights. But this is not the case, and so the chaff can freely mix with the wheat.

3.4.d. The Media Sector
For the participants at the workshop on the media, corruption in this sector can be attributed to the non-respect of the code of ethics governing journalism. There is a problem of organisation in this profession, good journalists are outnumbered by those who claim to be journalists and who have no interest in working towards improving the image of the profession. Wherever they can create confusion, they do not hesitate. This is often the case when they accept offers to do whatever any reader asks them to do. Poverty seems to be one of the reasons pushing journalists into corruption. According to one journalist, one cannot talk of a real media enterprise in an environment of generalised poverty. This would be like asking an unemployed person to be a good citizen. To talk therefore of a real press enterprise pre-supposes that journalists are provided with proper working conditions. When we examine the attitude of newspaper publishers towards journalists and the methods of media management, says a journalist, it is obvious that the idea of a media enterprise is, for the moment, only an inaccessible ideal.
3.5. Cameroon corruption ranking:

According to Transparency International corruption perception index, Cameroon has sometime been seen as the second most corrupt country in the world after Nigeria according to 1996-1997 classification. As the year progresses Cameroon has been making enormous progress but is has not really shown a consistent progress in her records as long as the aspect of making a considerable progress in improving the fight against corruption. This show that despite all the institutions put in place for the fight against corruption, the response is certainly too slow. The CPI score relates to perceptions of the degree of corruption as seen by business people and country analysts, and ranges between 10 (highly clean) and 0 (highly corrupt. The table 5 is a presentation of some few countries position of which Cameroon is included according to the CPI.
	YEAR
	NIGERIA
	CAMEROON
	S. AFRICA
	GHANA
	KENYA
	UGANDA

	1996
	0.69
	2.46
	5.68
	3.3
	2.21
	2.71

	1997
	1.76
	2.46
	4.95
	3.3
	2.21
	2.71

	1998
	1.9
	1.4
	5.2
	3.3
	2.5
	2.6

	1999
	1.6
	1.5
	5.0
	3.3
	2.0
	2.2

	2000
	1.2
	2.0
	5.0
	3.5
	2.1
	2.3

	2001
	1.0
	2.0
	4.8
	3.4
	2.0
	1.9

	2002
	1.6
	2.2
	4.8
	3.9
	1.9
	2.1

	2003
	1.4
	1.8
	4.4
	3.3
	1.9
	2.2

	2004
	1.6
	2.1
	4.6
	3.6
	2.1
	2.6

	2005
	1.9
	2.2
	4.5
	3.5
	2.1
	2.5

	2006
	2.2
	2.3
	4.6
	3.3
	2.2
	2.7

	2007
	2.2
	2.4
	5.1
	3.7
	2.1
	2.8

	2008
	2.7
	2.2
	4.9
	3.9
	2.1
	2.6

	2009
	2.5
	2.2
	4.7
	3.9
	2.2
	2.5

	2010
	2.4
	2.3
	4.5
	4.1
	2.1
	2.5

	2011
	-
	2.5
	4.1
	3.9
	2.2
	2.4


   Table 5:  position of corruption ranking with that of Cameroon inclusive
The average score for this sixteen years interval, Nigeria scored approximately 1.82, South Africa 4.80, Uganda  2.25, Cameroon 1.87, Ghana 3.16, Kenya 1.98.From the perception of this result from 1996-2011, averagely it is seen that Cameroon can be ranked the second most corrupt country behind Nigeria while South Africa appears to be the least corrupt. This result can also be represented on a histogram as follows with the country with the highest bar represent the least corrupt country.
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Fig. 3 A presentation of corruption
From the ranking of CPI by TI, it is well observed that these classifications were made by economic experts and business men where some of whom don’t even live in the countries in question. Therefore a considerable period of is needed time to study the corruption level hence this also makes these data incredible at a certain point.
3.6 The Consequences of Corruption on Economic Development
	Possible effects
	Age Group 25-45
	Age group 45-60

	- Poverty/underdevelopment
	5
	6

	- Low per capital income
	2
	2

	- political instability
	1
	1

	- Bribery and abuse of power
	3
	1


  Table 6: Field responses on consequences of corruption in Cameroon
The table above is a presentation of field interview from respondents to find out their perception on the consequences of corruption.  Poverty and underdevelopment is said to carry the highest number of responses on both age group perception while bribery and abuse of power, political instability and lastly low per capital income. It is well noted that only twenty persons were targeted but to come out with such a credible conclusion on this note the researcher was supposed to interview a substantial number of persons before drawing a conclusion on this topic. But because of the short coming of the number interviewed, other contributions from other sources will help the researcher in making a credible conclusion. 
               As regards the various types of corruption and its manifestation in Cameroon, moreover Cameroon corruption ranking according TI report it will be very important to examine the consequences of this on the economic development of Cameroon. From this, one will be able to find out the level the anti-corruption institutions have been working and how far they have been succeeding or what ever being the case what direction are they going to come in so as to make their own contribution for the fight against corruption.
             Corruption has a very serious repercussion on the economic development of a nation as one may conclude with the case of Cameroon where facts have been written and published by previous authors who had actually done a primary research. From an interview granted by Sali Dairou the then minister of Public Service and Administrative reform, he presented the consequences of corruption on the economy. From his interview, it was realised that because of corruption, most of the contracts awarded to either home base contractors or expatriates have been catalyse with a booty which is originated from the contractors. These booties are being paid to official in payment and control channels thus all these have an impact on the global cost of the contract. Thus a project worth 1.5 million dollars will be inflated to 3 million dollars
. If country stands to loose an extra 1.5 million USD for just a single project then if project of such magnitude were to be carried in ten other regions in Cameroon by different contractors, how much will the country stand to lose? According to Isaac T contribution to corruption survey which he referred as “the K% rule”  he postulated that every bidder for a government award contract should take in consideration the K% rule in evaluating the cost of the project because corruption will push the state to pay more than it is suppose to. He went further to identify some loses the state has suffered in areas of public revenue as an official will ask someone to give him payment for a services which was to be directed to the state coffers. This type of fraudulent means of earning money has become a constant habit in most state run corporations. Bayart (1989:108) disclosed an ill practice of the governor of Shaba who received 100,000 USD from bribes when his salary only stood at 2000 USD.   
     Contributions from previous dissertation like the one in social science defended at the Catholic University of Central Africa threw more light on some corrupt practices in Cameroon forces of law and order. This dissertation laid more emphasis on clandestine transport which is commonly known as “clandos” in Cameroon. The paradoxical reason for such form of transport is to serve areas in the community where the taxis cannot penetrate.  Most at times owners of these vehicles do not have the licence to operate such type of transport net work hence providing a possible ground for Cameroon police to exploit with their corrupt techniques. Since these areas are virtually less accessible, people living in these places board these vehicles for their transportation since they are left with no choice. They are usually under very uncomfortable conditions in the process, some seat even 6, 7 and sometime 8 in a very small car of 5 persons. From this analysis it seen that the traffic police had establish a network of corruption which is characterised with a chain of government officials ranging from the governor, divisional officers and the police commissioner for public security. The driver of this vehicle always give some standard amount of money levied on them by the police which will help them stay in the transport network despite their inability to meet up with the rules and regulations governing urban transport in Cameroon. Significance of this analysis is to bring out the consequences of the out come of such corrupt practices in this work. Thus if for example we have 10 vehicles in a transport net work and a town has twenty of this transport net works with 10 driver each paying 500FCFAF to the police every day, multiply this money by 365 days of the year how much will be paid into the police coffers as bribe in a year? This money will amount to 36500,000 which is approximately 81110 USD a year. This are money if there were to be directed to state coffers it will help in improving some other areas of our economy hence promoting economic development. It is clearly written that lack of punitive measures from the state toward corrupt practices promote discretion from most of our state officials not all are cited in this case.

      The low salary earn due to the salary cut, reduces so many Cameroonian into the public service into beggars, This has led to a look warm response towards job commitment. For example a government official will decide to abandon his job and go behind other issues which he or she feels will be of much benefit to him, sometimes they even asked of displacement fee if you come to see him for a services during working time when he is not around in his office. This has actually leads to lack of trust and the inspiration for young business ideology to flourish in Cameroon. Most businesses end up collapsing as most government officials in price control offices and tax offices levy unfair tax bills to self reliance business entrepreneurs. Loosen such a huge amount of money on tax which is virtually more than what you can realise annually usually pushed most business men to close down prospective business ventures which was actually providing employment to citizen in one way or the other. One can say that with the high rate of employment over the years, is as a result of the government look warm attitude of trapping down government officials who collect money in the state without any clear accountability. Klitgaard’s theory on corruption actually made it very clear when deriving on an equation which shows the variable for corruption and this is a practical application with the case of Cameroon. 
Further evidence on the consequences of corruption can be seen from deteriorated roads our environment has, and these are areas in Cameroon which generate income to the state are said to be abandon with the lack of maintenance.  It is realised in most communities where the main economic activity is agriculture, farm to market roads are kept in very poor conditions but the government seems to collect road user tax to the citizens using the roads. This has made things virtually difficult for farmers in this area especially those who cannot afford a 4x4 wheel car. This has resulted to a point that some farmers are force to abandon their farms which sometimes employ some few youths in their respective communities and also reduction in the export of agricultural food product. The government collect money for the maintenance of these roads yearly but still, this money disappear s into thin air. But it clearly documented that these roads have been maintained. A clear example of a farm to market road is the Kumba-kake road located in the South West region of Cameroon. 
Fig 4. Kumba-kake road
The issue of roads is an alarming concern as it is well known that “where a road passes development will follow” the government of Cameroon don’t really find this statement a necessity but officials are instead interested in the revenue that is being realised from these routes. Cameroon being a giant of Central Africa, it was supposed to be characterised by good road network system in order to link most neighbouring countries which can do trade with central Africa but this is the reverse. Most of the express roads linking the boarders of Cameroon are really in very bad shape. An example is seen with the Kumba-Mamfe express road which links Cameroon with Nigeria. The high degree of corruption in the Cameroon system is cause of the current condition of this road. This is a road which seems to harbour all land transaction between Cameroon and Nigeria but just imagine especially when it is known that the government declares everyday on news programmes that all is well along this road. Figure 5 shows a portion of Kumba-Mamfe express road which links Cameroon with Nigeria.

              From evidence, Cameroon economy growth was making considerable progress 1961 to 1985, with agriculture supporting the economy from 1961 to 1977, then petroleum taken the lead from 1978 to 1985. During this period, Cameroon economy was seen across the world as well managed and it was one of the countries in Africa with very high per capital income. With such a steady and powerful growth, Cameroon was not affected by the powerful economic shock of the 70s and 80s. During this period her agricultural activities was in charge of the economy and generated close to 34% of its GDP, employing 80% of the labour force and providing 85% of the country’s export. Industrial activities barely contributed to 17% but the discovery of petroleum this sector contributed to about 18% of the countries GDP. The economic growth rate was rated 12% annually for the interval of 1977/78 to 1980/1981 respectively and despite the increase growth rate of 3.1% , the per capital income was still high. Much emphasis was concentrated on public investment but was considered wasteful (Subramamian, 1994). Subsequently the manufacturing industries grew so rapidly with a pause on the agricultural sector with agricultural product witnessing a decline in price and value. The food production sector grew so rapid while export crops production declined. After a period of more than two decades, Cameroon economy collapsed drastically in the mid 80 reasons because of the sharp fall in prices of her main export commodities and poor domestic management which was promoted by the virus of corruption which spread like a bacteria. After this period, the growth rate fell from 8% and later to 5% per year for the current period. With this unexpected collapse of the economy, Cameroonians were confused and the economists were left to take valuable decisions to make the economy stood back on its feed, but what happen today? Experience from develop economy shows that growth depend on raising of factors productivity. To increase factor of productivity, it entails investment in human, physical capital and new technologies. Yet the poor investment policies in Cameroon can be attributed to one of the main issue for our slow economic development rate. It is shown that labour productivity in Sub Sahara African is at a slow rate as compared to other developing regions in the world (World Bank 1995). 
An examination of people perception on the consequences of corruption base on field interview collected with the use of questionnaires will brings us to a concluding fact that corruption has done more than enough damage to keep Cameroonians in poverty and as a result this, corruption can be held responsible for the current underdeveloped nature of Cameroon. The result of the twenty persons that were interview shows a reflection of people perception on the consequences of corruption in recent times. This is why this work will further proceed to examine the validity and contribution of the anti corruption institutions in Cameroon and practically see how long they have gone in the fight against corruption.
CHAPTER IV.  Anti-corruption policies in Cameroon and the extent of their successes (1996-2012)
 This chapter will take a look at the anti corruption institutions in Cameroon and the efforts and contributions they have made in the fight against corruption and also investigate the extent to which these  institutions are making progress in the fight against corrupt practices. From the several literatures on corruption and the rankings of Cameroon global position on corruption in the past years, there is evidence that corruption is a serious issue in Cameroon. With such standing, this has triggered the government of Cameroon to add more effort in the fight against corruption so as to secure a bright future of its economy. This has led to the creation of anti-corruption institutions, contribution from international organization, non governmental organization, contribution from the media and last but not the lease a cry to involve the whole nation to participate actively in the fight. The government of Cameroon launched a nationwide campaign to wipe out corruption, but citizens and diplomats had watched this move with dubious eyes (IRIN (2006)). President Paul Biya’s government launched the anti-corruption drive on 18 January 2006, two weeks after sacking two magistrates who were accused of graft. This was the first ever move in Biya’s 23 years in power as president of Cameroon. The wave of anti-corruption campaign began as the Cameroon leader summoned in New Year denouncing all aspects of corruption and vowed to do away with it.  According to the president’s opening address during this summit, he began by saying "There is a clear mismatch between our efforts to alleviate poverty and the scandalous enrichment of a few individuals,” he added, “Public funds are embezzled, it should be recalled, at the expense of the nation. I want to say very solemnly today that this must stop, such a drain on the national wealth is intolerable especially as most of our population especially the unemployed are still suffering from hardship” 

            Weeks later the National Anti-Corruption Observatory launched a nationwide information and awareness campaign against graft. The main purpose was aimed at educating civil society the ways of tackling corruption through round table discussions, debates and conferences. But on the contrary, Cameroon has had an anti-corruption body in place for the past eight years and this was not the first of such national campaign for the fight against corruption in the country of 15 million. Civil society and diplomats remain sceptical. Many Cameroonians are of the fact that the fight against corruption should be sincere and effective, must not be limited to merely an awareness campaign because everyone knows the consequences and everyone also knows it has become systematic in government and those who try to spotlight the practice in the highest spheres of government risk paying a high price. Following Transparency International’s (TI (1999)) global index, were Cameroon was rated among the world’s 10 most corrupt nations according to the 2005 list of 158 countries. TI examined the judiciary; police, customs service and educational sector are badly affected with corruption.  The group says police officers are of the point of inventing infractions to stop taxi drivers and hock them down for money. “Drivers are routinely forced to bribe police officers 1,000 FCFA (US $2) or more, for imaginary offences such as ‘refusal to carry passengers’, ‘blocking the public highway’, or having a ‘double windscreen’ in the case of taxi drivers who put on eye glasses
.
Diplomats in the country condemned the act of corruption that has taken firm stand in the recent years. US Ambassador Neils Marquardt “No institution seems to be immune from this scourge, and corruption is being practised and condoned by ordinary people including small children, their parents, their grandparents, ordinary civil servants, virtually everyone.” Analysts link the worsening corruption in Cameroonian society to poor payment of government workers.  When civil servants' salaries were slashed by over 70 percent in 1993 when the International Monetary Fund demanded cuts in government spending. It was analysed that this act will encourage the practice of dipping into the state coffers to make up for personal financial shortfalls. This situation finally aggravated when the civil service wages fell further in 1994 as a result of a 50-percent devaluation of the CFA franc. Postulated by Marquardt, the hazardous condition of Cameroon’s economy is the major factor scaring US investors in Cameroon. For Cameroon to prove to the world that corruption does not pay, He added that the country has the necessary structures in place to tackle corruption but must fully make use of them. In reaction to such a challenging public statement, The Cameroon government created anti-corruption units in 29 ministries in 1997.

4.1 Creation of Anti Corruption Institutions 
The National Anti Corruption Observatory was an organisation created by the government to check political corruption, the aim of this institution was to organise anti-corruption initiatives, and monitors the government's anti-corruption efforts. The observatory unit was made up of 15 members and was part of the office of the prime minister. The body had no legal enforcement powers; which was controversial as it is well known that relevant government bodies must prosecute any corruption allegations. 

The institution was created in January 2000 by Presidential decree, as a result of pressure to respond to allegation of human right violation. The US State Department and Transparency International jointly questioned and criticised the body as largely ineffective due to its inability to prosecute accused corrupt members of government and its alleged lack of concrete accomplishments. The observatory received no funding in 2004 which enabled the U.S. State Department to cite it as further proof of Cameroon's lukewarm approach to fighting corruption. The fight against corruption in Cameroon did not start with the La Baule’s speech, or the demands of structural adjustment programs of IMF and World Bank. An anti corruption body known as "Operation Antelope", whose results were published in 2007 by Polycarpe Abah Abah, then Minister of  Economy and Finance, which revealed that close to about 20,000 “ghosts workers" received a wage from the Public Treasury. Other significant facts in the report also revealed that about 16600 workers were long dead at the time of the control and others more than 120 years old yet their wages regularly collected by others, including more than 4 000 senior officials receiving multiple monthly money transfers. But the irony was that just a year later, the same minister who headed this anti corruption unit was under an audit which found him guilty for embezzlement of public funds, to the tune of billions of francs CFA. With the assistance of legislative deliberations useful decision where arrived at which saw Cameroon gradually equipped itself with a broad range of  legal devices, composed of  penal provisions contained in several codes (Penal, Electoral, Civil Service) or resulting from signing on to international conventions including the UN Convention on the Fight against Corruption or, more recently, a mutual agreement between Cameroon and Interpol, the International Criminal Police, to establish a joint investigative unit for crimes related to corruption. The institutional arrangements established by the Plan against Corruption adopted in December 1997, consists of an “ad hoc committee” established in 1998 with the Prime Minister as the head. This then led to the creation of an Observatory for the Fight Against Corruption (investigation, motions for sanctions and reform) comprised of all government branches and formed by equal numbers of representatives of both the administration and civil society. The government recently set up a Financial Investigation Agency responsible for the fight against money laundering and monitoring of fraudulent movements of money. Finally, other structures include: State Control, the Higher Court of  Accounts, Ministerial General Inspections, the Public Procurement and Regulatory Agency) This process culminated in 2006 with the creation of  a quasi-public agency, the National Anti-Corruption Commission (NACC, CONAC in French). Quasi-public agencies are independent governmental corporations that are created through enabling legislation to perform a particular service or set of public functions. They are technically public entities and often exercise public powers; but they remain relatively independent of the government that founded them. 

   This independence can make quasi-public agencies useful tools for carrying out specific government purposes, but it can also create problems.  Quasi-public agencies are governed by independent boards rather than accountable to the voters or elected officials. The directors of  these agencies, who are usually appointed for extended  periods,  are  empowered  to  make  operational  decisions  independent  of  the  legislature.  Though chartered by government and ultimately the fiscal responsibility of taxpayers, the budgets of quasi-public agencies are often exempt from legislative review and governmental limitations on debt. Quasi-public agencies are also exempt from many budgetary rules that other parts of government must follow.  The decree creating the NACC provided it with unprecedented, broad powers to investigate, prosecute and sanction all kind of corruptions. With respect to its creation, the decree even allows it to open judicial inquiries into “all cases of corruption that reached it without giving out the names of its sources”. Among other responsibilities, NACC will also evaluate the work of ministerial committees of public procurement. CONAC was not exempted as it was presented as the central tool in the “grand strategy” implemented by the government to tackle corruption, with a special emphasis on “everything institutional”. It went even further than that as it gave it upper hands to performed more functions which ranges from the following actions;

- Diagnosis of the phenomenon of corruption (cause, occurrences and consequences). 

- Organization of a campaign information and awareness. 

- Organization of a regular national forum on corruption. 

- Strengthening the legal framework of the fight against corruption.

- Reorganization of CONAC (which replaced the Observatory) to make it an independent institution.
- Plan a regular review of other governmental agencies over the fight against corruption. 

- Establishment and operationalization of a national coalition against corruption involving all parts of the social structure (civil society, private sector, advocacy groups and NGOs). 

- Help set-up a Consumers Rating control advocacy group.
        CONAC was now allowed to open judicial inquiries into all cases of corruption that reached its “ears,” and ensured immunity to its sources and whistleblowers. It will also, among other things, assess the work of committees of public procurement and bidding contracts. On December 26, 2008, a fact-finding mission commissioned by CONAC in the coastal, central, southern, western and south-western regions, following reports from whistleblowers  at  the  Citizens  Association  for  the  Defence  of  Collective  Interests  (CADCI,  Association known as citoyenne de défense des intérêts collectifs, ACDIC in French), revealed that 700 million francs CFA had been diverted from the national corn program, at the Ministry of  Agriculture and Rural Development. A vast

network  of  bribery,  through  questionable  grants  awarded  to  some  shady  joint  initiative  groups  (ICG, Groupements d’initiatives communes, GIC), some non-existent, has thus deprived many farmers of  precious funds that could have helped them boost their production of  corn in these times of  economic hardship. A list of 47 officials facing prosecution was sent, filed in a report, which was then forwarded to the Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development for appropriate disciplinary action. 
        Operation Sparrow Hawk’ (Opération Épervier) as its name signifies a broad judicial operation, conducted by the Ministry of Justice in the fight against corruption in Cameroon. To its credit, this operation, launched in 2004 but formalized by Presidential Decree in 2006, has put up dozens of arrests of alleged hijackers of state assets, including top ranking x and current government officials. This institution which replaces the defunct “Observatoire National  de  Lutte  Contre  la corruption”  has so far produced mixed results. The lack of  independence and means  in the broadest  sense  of  the  term:  legal,  political,  logistics has  not  allowed  the  National  Anti-Corruption Commission to establish itself  as an effective structure to fight corruption, nor its ministerial cells, created to bring the fight to the lowest levels of  government. Moreover, the draft text prepared in 2001 by the Ad Hoc Committee to create a structure to fight corruption nationwide has not yet yielded the results expected. Several measures provided in the Governmental Plan for the Fight Against Corruption as part of the “Action plan for governance” agreed upon with Bretton Woods Institutions are still not implemented, including a coalition Government-Civil society against corruption. This lukewarm approach has yielded a blank result which has left a situation, what critics call “a deliberate selective approach to the application as some even believe it is political witch-hunting by the president of the republic of Cameroon to track down state officials who have eyes on his position. This can be agreed as the state officials are tracked but the report of the state asset and money recovered are not mentioned. 

4.2 Media and the Press contribution for the fight against corruption

The media can be seen as an important instrument in policing the action of the state as long as it is liberalise. According to Flannary and Watt (1999) the media can always act as medium in demanding accountability in government through their ability to investigate and expose corrupt practices. An independent press will also help in rebuilding hope by changing their mentality towards corruption which many people believe the act of corruption is inevitable and the mentality that the big guns are free from investigation. This portion is very important because most citizens in developing countries especially Cameroon believe that with money you can always buy your way. This leaves the common man with the notion that there is nothing to fight for when you don’t have what it takes to make your voice heard. But with a liberal media, this will be a means to raise awareness, expose corruption and help in the coalition to combat corrupt practices (Oluwu,1993). According to World Bank (2010), a free and liberal media will help expose level of corruption and thus see the media as an important forum to be use to combat corruption. The press can also be seen as a supervisory body to the public in checking and reporting all corrupt activities (Stapenhurst and Kpundeh 1997). Since the media act as a whistle blower, its role in the fight against corruption is very vital because it can embarrass and attack any state official or organisation which is promoting the act of corruption (Stapenhurst (2000). 

          The media in Cameroon is said to be liberalise at some point. The private media and press are said to be more open in their functions and approach. The state media is still badly embodies with so many restrictions and because of such aspect, the population no longer believe in the information they send out. The private media and press have taken a leading role in the fight against corruption by exposing without boundaries anyone that is suspected of corrupt practices. This has done through special programmes such as “Today Happenings” a radio and television programme organise by Canal 2, “Story time run” organise by Mount Cameroon FM and host of others. During these programmes, calls are received from the general public on the illegal activities of sectors which are corrupt for example like the police, the customs parliamentarians, government officials and various areas of the state which are liable to corruption. Some of this programmes had help expose some sectors in the government where corruption is rampantly practice to the extent that saw some big guns arrested and imprison and example was the arrest of the general manager of Douala Port of Authority (Tanjong 2011).  According to Cameroon context, the media and the press are free but this is not normally the practical issue as the population has seen the closing down of some media and press organisations temporally closed down due to influence by some state officials and politicians who claim the media is digging in their privacy.  Sometimes journalists are subjected to dead threats, harassments and all this helping in diverting the fight against corruption. Hence the media in Cameroon is demanding for information law which back the right and protection of journalist which will grant them immunity at all levels during their profession (Fonchingong (2008). With much pressure coming from corruption promoters, some media owners of some private media often interfere with free of corruption cases which involve their friends in the public and private sector. (Fonchingong (2008)). Though they have been some set backs by the media in the fight against corruption, some reporters have still stood their ground to maintain the ethics and integrity of this profession. In order for the media to improve in its fight against corruption, there must be freedom of speech and press to its entirety with no clause or restriction to certain information or investigation regarding some institutions. The portion of Cameroon criminal code prohibiting the media and press from publicly scrutinizing some top government institutions is a way of limiting the media and press not to be verbose to a certain extent. Seeking reform for constitutional amendment of the law regularising the media and press should be made in such a way to empower the civil society in which the media and the press are its components.

4.3 International Contributions:

With Cameroon showing all possible indication of toping the chart as one of the first ten most corrupt nation in the world (CPI (2012)), this has put the government of Cameroon under pressure to increase effort on the fight against corruption. With a meeting with the president of Cameroon with his counterpart, the x ambassador of United States Jennet Galve she expressed her worries about Cameroon’s  future and told the head of state to be aware of the fact that most government officials have huge sum of money deposited in their foreign bank account which can be use to destabilise the government at their discretion and promised the head of state of the international community’s   intention from stopping Cameroon from benefit from the Heavily Indebted Poor Countries Fund  (HIPC fund). This sparked awareness in the head of state’s mind, where he ordered the creation of various anti-corruption institutions of which the most popular was the operation sparrow hawk that was founded. This body had so far made so many arrests in several sectors of the government including a state investigation of a missing 52 billion USD from the state coffers by some top government officials who knew they were untouchable.  The irony behind this several arrests made, is that none of the victims had opted in giving the money back to the state and the state is not making any positive effort to recover the money.
 With pressure from political parties and the Anglophone pressure group the SCNC, the international organisation has for the government to carry out and electoral reform which saw the dissolution of National Election Observatory (NEO). Since it was said to have been incompetent in handling election affairs in Cameroon, ELECAM was created which according to the government its members were made of retired senior state men. This body was created to handle election independently with a separate budget. But many Cameroonians doubted the credibility of this organisation because most of its members were from NEO and the new names included are people who had just been retired from the government. Since in Cameroon most of the powers are cantered to the president, the members of this organization were appointed by the president of the republic. This leaves Cameroon with the common question of “how can you bit the hand that feeds you?” one thing for sure despite all the efforts made by the international organisation, the country believes they are not doing enough in forcing the government in prosecuting corrupt officials especially at some point, the countries where these money are transferred to, refuse to corporate (Lackey (2011)). The IMF, the World Bank and the TI have so far made tremendous progress in the fight against corruption in Cameroon, by organising training programmes, workshops and providing funding for the combat of corruption to an extent of threatening the country of expelling her from the international aid. Some countries like the United States even went as far to band any member of the government including their family members who are suspected of corruption from entering the United States. Sometimes with enormous pressure from the international community the top ranking officials turned to pinpoint their political rivals as promoters of the act of corruption. Since it is virtually difficult to evolve the government of Cameroon completely to step up her effort in eradicating corruption, international engagement should be use as remember such as the Paris Declaration which one of her main goal was aid effectiveness in mutual accountability. Since Cameroon is part of the signatories, this suddenly makes Cameroon accountable and transparent in their fight against corruption. Thanks to the Cameroon government who recently signed a joint treaty with Interpol to fight against international crimes (Fonchingong (2008)).

4.4 Contribution from Civil Society
Civil society is composed of the totality of voluntary civic and social organizations and institutions that form the basis of a functioning society as opposed to the force-backed structures of a state and commercial institutions of the market. In our present context the dominant part of the civil society is non governmental organizations (NGOs) and the church. The traditional role of NGOs in the fight against corruption has been focusing mainly on sensitization and advocacy. NGOs confine themselves within the framework of sensitizing all those involved in the corruption chain and the public at large, of the negative and destructive effects of corruption. They advocate for change of behaviour and the creation of institutions that fight corruption. Some tried to organize multiple workshops and research further into the corruption phenomenon and example is the Junior Chamber International (JCI), Focus on Global Cameroon (FGC). This group of NGOs had made possible interest in sensitizing the public. While this maybe necessary, it is nevertheless, insufficient to tackle and solve the problem. Identifying and talking about the problem does not seem to be sufficient for its solution. Knowledge about corruption in itself has very little value if not used to effectively wage war against corruption. Experience shows that the existence of state institutions to fight corruption does not mean an effective fight is on. In any case, the presence or continuous increase of the numbers of non governmental organizations purporting to fight corruption illustrates the inability or the failure of state structures to come to grip with the problem. And the persistence of the corruption problem means the methods used today by non governmental organizations are failing.   Corruption in Cameroon relies not much on the inability to know as on the inability to act. This leaves us with the alternative for NGOs to reinvent their approaches and find a role they can play effectively in the fight against corruption in Cameroon.

An addition practical field data to add on the role of anti corruption organisations to combat corruption in Cameroon was investigated with the use of designed questionnaire. The perception of the respondents can reflect the views of most Cameroon though just a selected group and numbers were involved.  Below a presentation of the field results in respect to respondents view regarding to Anti corruption bodies. The question was; how much to you trust the government in the fight against corruption?

	
	Age Group 18-45
	Age group 45-60

	- Not at all
	5
	3

	- Just a little
	3
	1

	- Some extent
	2
	4

	- A lot
	0
	2


Table 7. Responses in relation to government competent 
How much do you trust international organisation in fight against corruption?

	
	Age Group 25-45
	Age group 45-60

	- Not at all
	1
	2

	- Just a little
	2
	2

	- Some extent
	6
	4

	- A lot
	1
	2


Table 8. Responses in relation to International Organizations competent 
How much do you trust the local Civil Society in the fight against corruption?

	
	Age Group 25-45
	Age group 45-60

	- Not at all
	4
	5

	- Just a little
	1
	2

	- Some extent
	2
	1

	- A lot
	3
	2


Table 9. Responses in relation to government competent
The field interview mainly show a reflection of Cameroonians perception with respect to the government effort, international organisations and local non governmental in combating corruption in Cameroon. The age group between25 to 54 and 45 to 65 do not really see the government making any significant effort to combat corruption because despite the strict laws of the state to check corrupt practices the government has never implement these laws hence making way for government official to high jack state properties for their private use. In addition despite the recent effort made by the state under the umbrella of operation Sparrow Hawk , the few government officials that had been charged with corruption some found guilty and imprisoned the state has not given any account if they had recover some of the stolen money and state properties in the process. That is why there is strong reason for the rise in the number of respondents who doesn’t trust the government at all. On the part of the international organisation some people do not think they have been making progress to combat corruption in Cameroon but according to the field interview, majority of the respondents believed they are doing their best to some extent. The Post (Feb 2010) thanks to international pressure from the former US ambassador to Cameroon Janet Garvey who told the president of the republic of Cameroon how corrupt his officials are and added that if care is not taken some official had embezzled state funds that sponsor militia armed group to destabilize the country. The government of United State at some point placed a travel ban to all corrupt government officials and their family from travelling to the United State of America. Since donor countries of the HIPC funds are putting pressure on the government of Cameroon to strip her of benefiting from the HIPC initiative that accord debt relief, this drove the government to make some number of arrests in 2005. Although the government's will to fight corruption has long been questionable, more anti-corruption resources have been committed in recent years which have led to a number of initiatives, such as the establishment of the National Anti-Corruption Commission (CONAC) in March 2006. In addition, a growing number of well-known representatives of the political elite have been arrested since 2005 on charges of corruption under the anti-corruption campaign 'Opération Épervier' (Operation Sparrow Hawk), which primarily targets state-controlled companies and former members of government, amongst them former ministers and members of Parliament. In June 2009, former Minister of Energy, Alphonse Siyam Siwé, was sentenced to life imprisonment for embezzling XAF 35 billion in collaboration with 12 other persons. According to Freedom House 2011, as of May 2010, more than 100 government officials have been arrested on corruption charges, of which, over one-third were arrested in 2010 alone. Some critics say that the campaign is used as a tool to eliminate political opponents and to benefit from HIPC initiative. With regards to Civil Society, they are seen as providing advices to citizen on the negative aspects corruption. Civil society organisations consist primarily of church-based NGOs that are involved in the Poverty Reduction Strategy (PRS) process. According to the Bertelsmann Foundation 2012, NGOs can be formed relatively freely under a legal framework laid out in 1999, and many have been created by members of the state elite as a means of profiting from external assistance programmes. According to Transparency International, civil society organisations are active in the fight against corruption. Global Integrity 2010 also reports that no NGO activists were physically harmed because of their anti-corruption work during 2009. However, it also reports that the government controls the most representatives of anti-corruption NGOs, including the local chapter of Transparency International. Moreover, according to Bertelsmann Foundation 2012, the political leadership is largely indifferent to the role of civic engagement and frequently ignores civil society. Similarly, Global Integrity 2010 also reports that although anti-corruption/good governance NGOs are active, their influence on political decisions and policy making is limited. That is why the citizen does not really see the civil society playing a significant role in combating corruption in Cameroon.
Chapter V. Conclusion
This section shall highlight some of the key areas in which anti-corruption efforts need to be stepped up in order to reduce the level of corruption in Cameroon in order to promote economic development and alleviate poverty. Possible recommendations on the way forward in the corruption campaign are outlined taking into consideration the different actors relevant in the achievement of the expected outcome
5.1. Findings 

It should be noted that Nigeria has very good laws and constitutional provisions to combat corruption but there has been a general lack of implementation of these laws reason why the nation is lagging behind in its campaign against corruption. Moreover, the leaders and the public officials who are supposed to spear head this campaign against corruption are themselves unwilling and reluctant to fully commit to the course because they themselves are the masterminds behind the corrupt practices. As such, much is still desired in the fight against corruption in Nigeria and unless something is done to increase the level of commitment of all the actors in this campaign, the nation of Cameroon would continue to experience the adverse effects of this societal ill. Based on my findings and analysis in chapter three and four, I argue that the following measures are the most urgent to combat corruption and to alleviate poverty in Cameroon
5.2. The Way Forward

The big question now is what is the way forward? How can Cameroon get out of the problem of corruption? The discussion above converges towards a single conclusion that corruption shall always be prevalent in the Cameroonian society unless the following measures (not exhaustive) are undertaken. One of the areas in which the CONAC and the Operation Sparrow Hawk can improve in the anti-corruption campaign would be through the establishment of anti-corruption hotlines to enable the general public to report alleged corruption cases. The internet and phone services should be utilized in the hotline system and the system be made easily accessible to the entire population at little or no costs. These hotlines should be controlled by the anti-corruption agencies themselves and their management should be independent from the government. Sensitization programs should be carried out in order to create public awareness on the activities and functionality of the anti-corruption hotlines. Adequate training of personnel on legal issues related to the handling of complaints received from the public is of utmost importance and caller protection should be ensured. It is also imperative that hotline operators be able to express themselves in English and at least one of the local languages in their area of operation.  Since the CONAC have proven to be one of the most effective measure in combating corruption and other financial crimes, it should be given the powers to check political leaders who are in office and not leaving out the president that is if strong evidence of corrupt practices exist. It should also be made independent from the executive arm of government most especially from the president of Cameroon. This will help to avoid situations like the ones that were witnessed during the current reign of Paul Biya who usually intimidates his political opponents with arrest from the Operation Sparrow Hawk. Funding for the anticorruption agencies such as the CONAC and Operation Sparrow Hawk should be independent

From the administrative arm of the government, and should be increased in order to boost efficiency and facilitate investigations and prosecutions.  For the civil society to meet its objectives, it needs an appropriate regulatory and legal framework which includes basic human rights aspects such as freedom of expression and association and the right to create non-governmental organizations. They should be given the right to access restricted documents which can be used as evidence in corruption cases. The civil society should be provided with sufficient funds by the government to aid them carry on anti corruption campaign since they had to rely on grants or funds from organizations which they are suppose to scrutinize makes it hard for their fight against corruption to be successful.  In order for the judiciary, parliament to guarantee the absence of political intervention by the President or government in the activities of the Code of Conduct Bureau, the chairman and the other members of  the bureau should be nominated (not appointed as is the case at present) by the president and approved by the national assembly. Their mandate should only be terminated through an impeachment process for crimes committed in office. This would help to limit the existing governmental or presidential manipulation of the bureau. More still, the electoral process in Cameroon should be reformed and laws created limiting exorbitant campaign spending. This shall make sure that political leaders will spend within their means and not resort to patrons to sponsor their political activities in return for financial benefit derived from public funds when in power. The code of conduct bureau and the tribunal made it compulsory for public officials and the leaders to declare their assets before assumption of office but these laws are not strictly followed. A number of public officials have failed to declare their assets and that of their family upon assumption of office. I will recommend that the Code of Conduct Bureau should ensure that all public officials fully comply with the prescriptions of the Code of Conduct Bureau and Tribunal Act by declaring their assets and that of their families both before and after their tenure of office. Public officials should also be educated on their respective job ethics and the moral rules governing their actions as well as their own professionalism and competence. Serious judicial reforms which will go beyond the creation of independent judiciaries will also help to improve the fight against corruption. I argue that the existence of honest judiciary to support and act as a watchdog on constitutional values, ensuring the rule of law and successfully investigating and prosecuting offenders will help the judiciary to be more successful. Successful investigation and prosecution will encourage the public to report corrupt practices. Empowering the parliament will make it possible for it to deal with those involve in corrupt practices reported by anti corruption institutions

An anti-corruption agency specialized only in the public procurement process should be created and all procurement officials be subjected to a code of ethics. If bilateral donors and international institutions tie the giving out of loans and grants with certain conditions like transparency and accountability and continuously stress on the need of the Cameroon government to demonstrate commitment towards the fight against corruption it will improve the existing situation.

   The media which is one of the strongest weapons used in the fight against corruption has suffered a lot of injustice from the administrative arm of the government as they have been deprived of the actual freedom of speech and expression, they have been given this freedom with lots of restriction and restrictive clauses which has force this organ to function with reservation and limitations. Allowing the media to be free and independent as the word goes, will be a bold step for a successful fight against. The media should be free from all superficial clauses that restrict them from being too
vocal on corruption, embezzlement and corruption related issues. Laws such as the official secret of the criminal code act, which provides secrecy clauses which protects some state institutions from

scrutiny, should be eradicated so that the media can have the latitude to probe into the affairs of such institutions without restriction. The media men and women should remain state fast and stick to the ethic of their profession there by not tilting information’s as it gets to their desk; all these strategies will boost the fight against corruption.
5.3. Concluding Remark

The purpose of this paper has been to investigate corruption and it effect on economic development in Cameroon and also by looking at the measures to combat corruption and the extent to which these measures have been successful. It should be noted that it is very difficult to actually prove that these measures of combating corruption have actually improved economic development and alleviate poverty. There is no doubt that economic development in Cameroon has been stagnant due to lack of accountability, bribery and corruption, bureaucratic, discretion, mismanagement impunity and this paper has shown that these factors greatly affect economic development and promote underdevelopment and poverty. An interesting point to note is that nearly all the respondent are people from the Diaspora who are in some point having some grudges against the government and in some point this may affect their judgements.  The corruption level in Cameroon can be tackle through a systemic approach since the anti-corruption policies in place in 1996 have been unable to address the growing issue of corruption due to the institutionalization of corruption in all the sectors of the Cameroon society and the individual conflict of interests that exists. The leadership in Cameroon needs to be more resolute in their campaign against corruption and the concerted efforts of all the actors and the Cameroon population are critical. It is one thing for an individual to be corrupt and another for an entire system to become corrupted. So, policy makers in Cameroon need to revamp the entire system and not focus solely on individuals or the existing anti-corruption laws. If all this suggested measures are put into practice then one will hope for a better future for Cameroon.  
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Appendix
I am a Master Student at Aalborg University in Denmark in the Department of History and International Affairs. This questionnaire is in partial fulfilment for a Master degree in Development and International Relations. I am investigating on Corruption and Economic Development in Cameroon. Please fill in the appropriate boxes and return the survey to me. All responses are anonymous.

Basic information:

 

 1) Sex: Male                 Female

 

2) Age group:     25 – 45              45 – 60           

3) Marital status: 

 

Single 


Married 


Divorce 

Widowed

     4) Occupation: ____________________________________

      Qualitative Questions (close ended). Tick the appropriate boxes
  
  5). What are causes of corruption in Cameroon? 

· Poor working conditions   
· Lack of accountability

· Descretion

· Economic Rent
      -     Impunity measures
6. What are the consequences of corruption in Cameroon?
 - Poverty/underdevelopment 
 - Low per capital income

 - Political instability

 - Bribery and abuse of power
7. How much to you trust the government in the fight against corruption?
Not all
Just a little


Some extent


A lot
8. How much to you trust the International organisations in the fight against corruption?

Not all
Just a little

Some extent


A lot

9. How much to you trust the Civil Society in the fight against corruption?

Not all

Just a little

Some extent

A lot

   Theory





Tentative Hypothesis





       Pattern





Observation





Theory





Hypothesis





Observation





Confirmation
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� TI report said and made her stand on corruption level in Cameroon
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